
 

Quick Facts About Drugs 
of Abuse 

Drug Type / 

Street Name 

Pharmaceutical 

Name 

Detection Time        

(in urine) 

Signs of Use 

Amphetamin (AMP) 
Speed, Bennies, Dexies, 

Uppers, Footballs 

Dexedrine, Benzedrine, 

Dextrostat, Adderall, 

Biphetamine 

2-4 days; cutoff level: 

1000 ng/ml 

Dilated pupils, decreased appetite; dry mouth 

& nose, bad breath; frequent lip licking, 

talkative, nervous; increase in heart rate & 

blood pressure 

Barbiturates (BAR) 

Barbs, Downers, 

Tranqs, Blue Dolls, 

Bluebirds, rainbows, 

yellows, reds, red 

Devils, m&ms 

Nembutal, luminal, 

Seconal, Tuinal, 

florinal, Neodorm, 

immenoctal, 

Stadodorm 

Short acting: 1 day 

(Seconal, Nembutal); 

long acting: 2-3 

weeks (phenobarb); 

cutoff level: 300 

ng/ml 

pupils normal, but reaction to light slow; 

pulse, Bp and respiratory rate lowered, 

sedation, stupor, coma 

Benzodiazepines (BZO) 

Bennies, rophies librium, Valium, 

ativan, halicon, Vivol, 

Novopoxide, 

remestan, rohypnol, 

Xanax, Tranxene, 

restoril, Versed, 

clonopin, rivotril, 

Dalamane, Serax 

Normal dose: 2-3 

days; chronic use (1 

or more yrs): 4-6 

weeks; cutoff level: 

300 ng/ml 

Drowsiness, dizziness, muscle relaxation; 

hangover effect after large dose; rohypnol 

used as date rape drug 

Buprenorphine (BUP) 

Buprenex, Temgesic Suboxone, Subutex 1-6 days; 10 ng/ml pinpoint pupils, extreme drowsiness, 

dizziness, blurred vision, slowed breathing 

Cocaine (COC) 

coke, crack, Snow, 

flake, rock, Nose 

candy, powder, Blow 

None 2-4 days; cutoff 

level: 300 ng/ml 

Dilates pupils, increased heart rate and Bp; 

anesthesia, euphoria, sensitive to sound; 

and touch, less need for food, cardiotoxic 

Gamma Hydroxybutyric Acid (GHB) * 

ghB, cherry meth, 

easy lay, Jib, georgia 

home Boy, Sleep 

500, Soap, Vita g, 

grievous Bodily 

harm, Scoop, goop, 

None 1 day users feel euphoric, then sleepy; used as a 

date rape drug; slows breathing and heart 

rate 



fantasy, everclear, 

Salty Water, liquid X 

Ketamine* 

Veterinary 

anesthetic, Kat, 

Special K, Vitamin 

K, K, horse 

Tranquilizer 

Ketalar up to 14 days; up to 

30 days with chronic 

users; cutoff level: 25 

ng/ml 

analgesia, amnesia, hallucinations, foul-

tasting drip from nasal passages; users feel 

they are outside of their body, vomiting, 

seizures, dissociation 

Marijuana (THC) 

Weed, pot, grass, 

reefer, hash, mary 

Jane, cannabis, 

colombian, acapulco 

gold, ganja, Bhang 

Marinol 1-2 joints: 2-3 days; 

oral ingestion: 1-5 

days; moderate 

smoker: 5 days; 

heavy smoker(daily): 

10 days; chronic 

smoker-5 joints per 

day: 14-18 days or as 

long as a month; 

cutoff level: 50 

ng/ml 

increased appetite, altered perception, 

memory loss, bloodshot eyes, giggle 

frequently, trouble walking, 

disorientation; increased heart rate, 

vasodilation, dry mouth and throat, 

decreased respiratory rate, panic attacks, 

and paranoia 

Methadone (MTD) 

Amidone, Fizzes Dolophine, 

methadone, l-

polamidon, 

physeptone 

2-3 days; cutoff 

level: 300 ng/ml 

Similar to heroin but less intense; sedation 

analgesia, same as other opiates 

Methamphetamine (MET) 

Ice, Crystal, Meth, 

Doe 

Desoxyn, Methedrine 2-4 days; cutoff 

level: 1000 ng/mL 

Same as amphetamines; overdoses cause 

elevated body temp. 

Methylenedioxymethamphetamine (MDMA) (Ecstasy) 

XTC, E, Adam, Blue 

Lips, Blue Kisses, 

Disco Biscuits, X-ing, 

Doctor 

None 1-3 days; cutoff 

level: 500 ng/mL 

Same as amphetamines; may grind teeth 

and clench jaw, sweating and increase in 

body temp. 

MDA* 

Eve, Love Pill None 1-3 days Same as amphetamines; hallucinations, 

increase in body temp.; tachycardia, 

agitation, very talkative 

Opiates (OPI) 

(Heroin- and 

morphine-based 

drugs) Smack, H, 

Skag, Dope, Junk, 

Hydromorphone 

(Dilaudid), Codeine, 

Tylenol with Codeine, 

Morphine ( Avinza, 

1-2 days; cutoff 

level: 2000 ng/mL or 

300 ng/mL 

Pupils constricted, pulse and BP lowered, 

body temp. lowered, euphoria initially 

and then drowsy, respiratory depression, 

convulsions, constipation, coma 



Horse Kadian, MS Contin, 

Oramorph SR, 

Hydrocodone 

(Vocodin): Pos. at 300 

cutoff 

Oxycodone (OXY) 

OXY, OC ,OX, 

Oxycotton, Hillbilly 

Heroin, Killer 

OxyContin, Percodan, 

Percocet, Roxicodone, 

Tylox, OxyContin is a 

time-released form of 

Oxycodone 

1-3 days; OxyContin 

longer detection 

times; cutoff level: 

100 ng/mL 

Same as opiates 

Phencyclidine (PCP) 

Yellow Footballs Darvon, Darvocet 3-4 days; cutoff 

level: 300 ng/mL 

Same as opiates 

Tricyclic Antidepressants (TCA) 

 Amitriptyline (Elavil, 

Endep), 

Cyclobenzaprine 

(Flexeril, 

Clomipramine 

(Anafranil), 

Perphenazine 

(Triafon), Desipramine 

(Norpramin), 

Imipramine (Totranil), 

Nortriptyline 

(Pamelor), 

Protriptyline 

(Vivactil), 

Trimipramine 

(Surmontil), 

Promazine (Sparine), 

Nordoxepine, Doxepin 

(Sinequan) 

Therapeutic dose: 3 

days; Extended use: 

4 weeks; cutoff: 1000 

ng/mL 

Elevated body temperature, elevated pulse 

and BP, pupils dilated, agitation, delirium, 

seizures, constipation, dry/ flush skin 


